
ATHENRY COMMUNITY COUNCIL TRUST LTD.,
 
Chairman Joe Dennjson 

Submission to Local Election Electoral Commission 

As a community representative body, Athenry Community Council 
has been frustrated and disappointed for many years by the division of our 
parish and hinterland by the LocaL Election Area boundaries. We now 
welcome an opportunity to put forward our case for treatment of the Athenry 
Area as a singLe unit and its inclusion in just one of the proposed Electoral 
Areas whichever it might be. 

As you can see from the map of Athenry parish enclosed the area is 
divided into 3 eLectoral areas Loughrea, Oranmore and Ballinasloe. 
We feel strongly that this division has weakened the area's influence at 
Council Level and has meant that for an area who's population has grown 
by 38% at the last census we have not got our fair share of investment or 
representation at local Authority Leve1. 

The Athenry hinterland is made up of the DED's Athenry, Greethill, 
Aughrim, Graigabbey, Cloonkeen and Tiaquin. At the very minimum 
we feel that the DED's of Athenry, Greethill and Aughrim with possibly 
Graigabbey be included in the same electoral area in order to maintain 
Athenry as a strong, influential urban centre with a meaningful say 
in its own future. 

We have given some thought to the Electoral Area best suited to give 
Athenry it most relevant forum and we consider that a reconstituted 
Oranmore Electoral Area with an Oranmore / Athenry axis at its centre 
would give the best result for the area and the county's future. [n recent 
years all projections for Galway's future centres on a proposed zone of 
dev lopment stretching from Oranmore to Athenry along the Galway Dublin 
Railway and the new N6 under Construction. This area has detailed 
development plans for a power station, major waste water treatment, 
new road system etc and the IDA has already purchased approx. 400 acres 
in the area for future development. We feel it makes sense to treat this 
economic corridor as one area for representation purposes in order that it 
best meets the county's needs into the future. The inclusion of Athenry 
with other commuter towns like Clarinbridge, Oranmore and Claregalway 
makes sense as these communities all have the same challenges and 
opportunities in the years ahead. We would respectfully suggest this course 
of action to your commission. 



We are aware that these suggestions fulfill the main terms of reference 
save the one dealing with Dail Constituency boundaries. We again suggest 
that while tms constraint is important it is of far greater importance to 
Athenry and the greater County that local decisions of zoning, infrastructure 
provision and coherent planning in this strategic location are made in the 
forum closest to the Communities living here namely this new Local 
Authority Electoral Area. 

The population of Athenry, Greethill, Graigabbey and Aughrim 
(Census 2006) is 6217 broken down as follows 

Athenry 4042 
Greethill 809 
Graigabbey 294 
Aughrim 1072 

We feel that this population group is one community and deserves 
representation in One Electoral Area. We therefore submit our views and 
look forward to your report in the Summer. 

With best wishes in your difficult task. 

Sincerely, 

~ ~ ..... ).~t--.--.. 

Joe Dennison. 
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