
Portlaoise, Mountmellick and Borris in Ossory Electoral Areas 

These three areas should be looked at together to see how an improved balance of 
representation can be achieved. Essentially Portlaoise and Mountmellick and 
Borris in Ossory represent the Central and Western areas of Co. Laois both in 
geographic and in engineering terms by Laois County Council. The population of 
Portlaoise town has increased substantially in recent years. 

The number of Councillors per electoral area in Co. Laois vary from 4 to 7 and 
there are 5 electoral areas in the county. In counties the size ofLaois there is no 
reason to make any additional electoral areas. Also it would be undesirable to 
reduce the number of electoral areas as there would be no obvious benefit from 
this. ­

In this situation we should continue with 5 electoral areas and try to maintain the 
number of seats in each of the electoral areas thereby maintain the continuity in 
relation to the representation in the electoral areas. The most straightforward way 
of achieving this is recognising the fact that Portlaoise is over represented and 
Mountmellick is seriously under represented. 

It is recommended to transfer the District Electoral Divisions ofShaen (population 
875) and Borris DED (population 887) giving a total of 1,762 from Portlaoise 
Electoral Area to Mountmellick. 

This area represents the DED's north ofPortlaoise town which historically are a 
bit more aligned with Mountmellick town. The fact is that Shaen DED was in the 
Mountmellick Electoral Area up until the last redrawing of the boundaries. Some 
of the Shane and Borris DED's are very close to Mountmellick town and this 
would involve a straightforward transfer of these two electoral areas north of 
Portlaoise into the Mountmellick Electoral Area. 

South ofPortlaoise town it is proposed to transfer the following District Electoral 
Divisions from the Portlaoise Electoral Area in to the Borris in Ossory Electoral 
Area as follows: Clonkeen (population 641), Colt (population 210), Ballyroan 
(population 700), Cullenagh (population 112) giving a total of1,663. 

These DED's which are areas south ofPortlaoise could easily fit in to the Borris in 
Ossory Electoral Area. 

The biggest DED transfer into the Borris in Ossory area would be Ballyroan DED. 
Currently Portlaoise Electoral Area is essentially Portlaoise town plus some rural 
DED's but Ballyroan Village which is several miles from Portlaoise town has been 
tagged on to this electoral area to make up the Portlaoise Electoral Area. 
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It should be pointed out that Ballyroan and Abbeyleix (which is in the Borris in 
Ossory Electoral Area) have the same football team. Ballyroan and Abbeyleix are 
in the same parish. 

Also it should be noted that parts of the Portlaoise Electoral Area such as 
Roskelton which is in the Clonkeen DED have the lowest participation in elections 
of any area in Co. Laois for a large number ofyears. This is because this area 
which is quite close to Mountrath is in the Portlaoise Electoral Area and the 
polling station for this area has always been in Portlaoise town. This meant that 
there was a round trip of16 miles for people in this area to go vote. This resulted 
in a large number ofpeople not participating in the electoral process because of 
the artificial arrangement of including areas like this in the Portlaoise Electoral 
Area. It makes much more sens~ for it to be associated with Mountrath (in the 
Borris in Ossory Electoral Area) which is its local town. 

This will result in a proposed new arrangement of Borris in Ossory having a 
population of 18,650 which would have a variation of zero per cent from the 
county average. 

Mountmellick would have a population of 10,808 which would be 2% under 
represented. 

Portlaoise with a population of15,447 would be only 3% over represented. This is 
a dramatic improvementfrom the current situation. 

In summary there is clear logic taking the 2 DED's that are north of Portlaoise 
town to include them in the Mountmellick Electoral Area and the 4 DED's that are 
south ofPortlaoise town and not really connected with the town in any way into 
the Borris in Ossory Electoral Area. These proposals are reflected in Table 2 
below. 

Emo and Luggacurren Electoral Areas 

Emo and Luggacurren Electoral Areas are the 2 electoral areas in the east of Co. 
Laois that make up the eastern engineering area for Laois County Council. At 
present there is 7% under representation in the Emo Electoral Area and 5% over 
representation in the Luggacurren Electoral area. It is possible to make no 
changes in these areas and to leave it as it is. 
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However, it would make for a better alignment ofrepresentation within the county 
to transfer the Timogue District Electoral Division (population 343) from the Emo 
Electoral Area in to the Luggacurren Electoral Area. This would neatly fit as it is 
the DED that straddles the border between the 2 electoral areas at the moment. 
This would then result in a much better alignment of public representation and 
population. 

The entire proposed changes as outlined above are set out in Table 2 below. In 
this improved situation Borris in Ossory is exactly in line with the county average 
per Councillor. Luggacurren has only a 1% variation, Mountmellick has only a 
2% variation and Portlaoise and Emo each have less than a 3% variance. 

TABLE 2 PROPOSED POSITION 

Persons No. of Persons % Over/ 
Councillors Per (Under) 

Councillor Represented 

Borris in Ossory 18,650 7 2,664 0% 

Emo 10,972 4 2,743 (3%) 

Luggacurren 10,464 4 2,616 1% 

Mountmellick 10,808 4 2,702 (2%) 

Portlaoise 15,447 6 2,575 3% 
66,341 25 2,654 

Preserving Natural Communities and Hinterlands ofPopulation Centres 

This outcome is absolutely in line with the terms of reference. The Portlaoise 
Electoral Area would now be basically based on Portlaoise town and the DED's 
immediately beside it. The Mountmellick Electoral Area would have Mountmellick 
as the population centre and its entire hinterland. 

The Emo Electoral Area would have the main population centre ofPortarlington 
and the smaller area south ofPortarlington. In the Luggacurren Electoral Area 
the main population centre is Graigue Rural which is near the Carlow border. 
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The Borris in Ossory Electoral Area has none ofthe 4 main towns in the county in 
its area and it is made up of a number of smaller towns such as Abbeyleix, 
Mountrath, Durrow and Rathdowney and some smaller villages. By definition it is 
a large geographic area because there is no one major centre ofpopulation in the 
area and it is essential to maintain the strength ofthis area where the population is 
more dispersed than in the other electoral areas. 

The above changes will involve no changes in the number of Councillors per 
electoral area. It maintains the 5 electoral areas in the county with minimal 
boundary changes. 

Only 5.68% of the population of Co. Laois i. e. 3, 768 out ofa total of 66, 341 will 
be affected by this. Clearly a situation where approximately 95% ofthe population 
is unaffected is a good result. This achieves a close alignment o/representation 
per Councillor within a very minor variance. Each ofthe 5 electoral areas have a 
specific urban or neighbourhoodfocus. 

Also this may result in greater stability into the future as minor changes in the 
population in the next census may not require electoral changes because there is 
such a narrow variance between the electoral areas under this proposal. 

This provides electoral stability in to the future. It provides a geographic sense 
andpreserves existing relationships within the county. 

Yours sincerely, 
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