FRANK CHAMBERS
Mayo County Councillor

Main Street, Newport,
Co. Mayo, Ireland.
Tel.:  (098) 41145.
Fax: (098) 41777.
Mobile: (087) 2443513.

E-Mail: fchambers@cllr.mayococo.ie

12/03/08

Secretary
Electoral Area Boundary Committee

Room 2.03
Custom House
Dublin 1

Dear Secretary

Enclosed please find my submission in relation to the review of the Electoral Area
Boundary.

Thanking you.

Yours sincerely

Dol Qﬂmﬂ

ClIr Frank Chambers
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Submitted by: Cllr Frank Chambers

1. Terms of reference of the committee

My first concerns are regarding the terms of reference of the committee. As they are
strictly based on population criteria, with no reference to the traditional hinterlands of
towns and villages where people traditionally gravitate too.

2. For Example:

In Belmullet Electoral Area, Newport West and Shramore are situated 69 Kilometers
from Belmullet town and administrative area office of Mayo County Council. Theses
areas have traditionally been serviced in the Westport Electoral Area and are 5
Kilometers from Newport Town sub County Council Office and 12 Kilometres from
Westport Administrative Area offices. Also, Newport and Westport are the traditional
shopping centres, recreational centres, administrative centres, spiritual and church going
centres, educational centre primary school, Newport and Secondary School, Westport.

3. For Newport West & Shramore
Geographics

Enclosed are two maps which outline the hinterlands and areas concerned. Irecommend
that Newport West and Shramore are included in the Westport Electoral area in the
review of the commission due to geographic proximity and recent population growth
(census 2006). Iam enclosing a map which outlines the pre 1999 review of the Westport
Electoral area which had 5 County Council Seats and which included Ballycroy North &
South, Mulranny, Achill (Slievemore, Dooega, Corraun). Those areas were included into
the Belmullet Electoral Area after the 1999 review with Newport West and Shramore.

Presently the Belmullet Electoral Area is geographically larger than County Louth, which
has 13 County Councillors. Irecommend that Ballycastle Area, Kilfain West & Kilfain
South be considered for addition to the Belmullet Electoral Area as they are
geographically in closer proximity and have a traditional natural alignment to Belmullet
Area.
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4. Conclusion

In conclusion, I feel strongly that Newport West and Shramore areas should be retumed
to the Westport Electoral Area because of its natural hinterland and because of it
interregnal important to the future of the Newport District and Burrishoole Area.

_:l/ ) 7/ /
Signed S r(k\ é])dd, Im_/)i_,“

ClIr Frank Chambers
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