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DINGLE CUMAN 

14th March 2008 

Secretary,
 
Electoral Area Boundary Committee
 
Room 2.03,
 
Custom House,
 
Dublin 1
 

Local Electoral Area Review 2008 - Dingle LEA 

A Chara 

We would like to make a submission regarding the Local Electoral Area Review and any 
subsequent changes to the Dingle LEA on behalf of the Dingle Fianna Fail Cumann. 

We feel that the Dingle LEA with its three representatives is ideally suited to the geographic and 
cultural identity that is the Dingle Peninsula. The Dingle LEA is also well within the variance from 
the individual average of local authority representation in Co. Kerry. 

We are calling on the Committee to maintain the existing Dingle LEA, and that any changes that 
may be made would keep the entire Dingle LEA within the Kerry South Constituency as the 
recent report of the Constituency Commission did so and maintain the Dingle LEA as a 3 seater. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make these observations and suggestions to the Committee on 
the proposed revision of Local Electoral Areas. Those observations and suggestions are 
contained in the submission included with this letter. 

Yours sincerely 

Sinne Ie meas, 

Tom MacCarthy - Chairman 
Breandim Fitzgerald - Secretary 
Michael O'Shea MCC 
Breandan Mac Gearailt MCC 
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Electoral Area Boundary Committee Review Submission by Fianna Fail Dingle Cumann 
We are asking that the Committee shall, in its deliberations have regard for the % variance of 
representation, geographical considerations including the significant physical features of the Dingle LEA, 
its peripherality, the unique cultural identity that is the Dingle Peninsula. Maintaining the integrity of the 
Dingle, 3 seat Local Electoral Area is of vital importance to its citizens. 

1. Individual Average Local Authority Representation 
Under the Terms of Reference of the Committee it is stated in the first Term of Reference ­

"the Committee is to assume no change in the total membership of each local authority and to 
endeavour, as far as practicable, to achieve variance from individual average local authority 
representation within the range of +/- 10%" (Appendix - Terms of Reference of the Committee) 

The Dingle LEA with a variance of -7% (Table 1) falls well within this range. In fact looking at the % 
variance of all LEA's in Kerry it can be seen that all that is required is a little tweaking to the boundaries, 
not major boundary changes. 

Census 2006 
Representatives Population / % Variance from 

Population Persons assigned to area Representatives Difference average 
Electoral Area 
Dingle 14477 3 4826 -353 -7% 
Killarney 34350 6 5725 546 11% 
Killorglin 22861 5 4572 -607 -12% 
Listowel 27418 6 4570 -609 -12% 
Tralee 40729 7 5818 639 12% 

Total 139835 27 5179 
Table 1 

The population of the Dingle LEA has increased by 6% (Table 2) since the last census and we can see no 
reason why this should not continue into the future. This increase was the second largest after Killarney in 
the County and it is our opinion that this increase would have been more but for the interpretation of our 
planning laws by County Planners. This would have caused a smaller % variance. 

% Increase in population from Census 2002 to Census 2006 
2006 2002 % Difference 

Population Persons 
Electoral Area 
Dingle 14477 13666 6% 
Killarney 34350 31402 9% 
Killorglin 22861 22301 2% 
Listowel 27418 26231 4% 
Tralee 40729 38927 4% 

139835 132527 5% 
Table 2 

If you look at the % variance from Census 2002 to Census 2006 the Dingle LEA has maintained the same 
% variance (Table 3). 

Difference from 2002 to 2006 
Representatives Population / Difference % Variance from 

Population Persons assigned to area Representatives from average average 
Electoral Area 
Dingle 2006 14477 3 4826 (5179) -353 -7% 
Dingle 2002 13666 3 4555 (4908) -353 -7% 

Table 3 
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Thus the average variance should remain the same should the increase in population continue into the 
future. 

We are calling on the Committee to adhere to its Terms of Reference and maintain Dingle LEA as a 3 
seater. 

2. Urban or Neighbourhood Focal Points 
Under the Terms of Reference of the Committee it is stated in the second Term of Reference­

"In carrying out its review, the Committee shall have as an objective the drawing up of electoral 
areas which (alone or in combination) would, as far as practicable, have an urban or 
neighbourhood focal point (or points)" (Appendix - Terms of Reference of the Committee) 

The Dingle LEA contains three main towns which act as the focal points of the Dingle LEA, Dingle, 
Castlegregory and Milltown. In each a new secondary school has been built within the last several years. 
Smaller villages such as Dunquin, Ballydavid, Ventry, Feothanach, Ballyferritor, Muirfoch, Lispole, 
Annascaul, Brandon, Cloghane, Maharees, Camp, Inch, Keel, and Castlemaine continue to expand and 
we feel that with the proper planning, commitment and investment the Dingle LEA maintained as is will 
best offer its inhabitants the type of representation that they deserve. 

Dingle town is now having a new hospital being built which will serve the entire area. Primary Care units 
are in operation throughout the LEA with Dingle and Annascaul being the centers for the community as a 
whole. 

In Irish the Dingle Peninsula is know as Corca Dhuibhne and starts at Milltown / Castlemaine, all of which 
is now in the Dingle LEA. Historically the West Kerry divisional side if they won the county championship in 
Kerry would have to travel over Blennerville bridge, once done they were home. These two points are 
included to show the historical connection the areas within the Dingle LEA have with each other. 

The Irish speaking area that is known as the Gaeltacht is included in the Dingle LEA and is in fact best 
suited to belonging part of a 3 seater. A change in the Dingle LEA to a 4 seater we feel would be 
detrimental to this Gaeltacht and dilute the voice of native Irish speakers in the Kerry Local Authority. 

The communities that exist in the Dingle LEA are mainly based on farming, fishing and tourism. From 
Milltown to Dunquin, Ballydavid to Brandon and Dingle to Derryquay there is a unique solidarity that binds 
all of its citizens to the Dingle LEA. The Dingle Peninsula is known worldwide for its friendliness and 
hospitality, its farming and fishing produce. To alter the makeup of its Local Electoral Area dramatically 
would change the makeup of the communities that live there and in doing so harm the reputation of its 
farming, fishing and tourism brands and ultimately the inhabitants of the Dingle Peninsula. 

Taking all of these points into account we feel that the Committee would be acting outside of its terms of 
reference if it changed the Dingle LEA to a 4 seater. 

3. Aligning local electoral area boundaries with Deli! constituency boundaries 
Under the Terms of Reference of the Committee it is stated in the third Term of Reference­

"In recommending changes to local electoral areas, the Committee should, subject to paragraph 2, 
take due account first of the desirability of preserving natural communities or the hinterlands of 
population centers, and secondly of the desirability, where it may be possible to do so, of aligning 
local electoral area boundaries with Dail constituency boundaries" (Appendix - Terms of Reference of 
the Committee) 

As pointed out in No 2 the Dingle LEA has natural communities and population centers and as the last 
Constituency Commission reported all of the Dingle LEA should be in the Kerry South Constituency 



(returned Camp, Aughuscla and Derryquay to Kerry South). We feel any change that takes or adds areas 
of the North Kerry Constituency would be acting against the Terms of Reference of this Committee. 

Census 2006 
Representatives Population / % Variance from 

Population Persons assigned to area Representatives Difference average 
Electoral Area 
Dingle 14477 3 4826 -353 -7% 
Killarney 34350 6 5725 546 11% 
Killorglin 22861 5 4572 -607 -12% 
Listowel 27418 6 4570 -609 -12% 
Tralee 40729 7 5818 639 12% 

Total 139835 27 5179
 
Table 4
 

As can be seen from Table 4 Dingle LEA is the only LEA in Kerry that is within the average % variable. So 
it is our view that it should not be changed. Any changes if the Committee deems so should in our view be 
minor ones not major ones. All of the LEA's in Kerry are close enough to the +-10% variable so as to 
accommodate minor changes and we call on the Committee to do just that. 

4. Number of councillors representing an area 
Under the Terms of Reference of the Committee it is stated in the fourth Term of Reference ­

"the number of councillors representing an area as determined above should not be less than 4 or 
more than 71 provided that in very exceptional circumstances 3 seat local electoral areas may be 
recommended where otherwise the geographic size of the area would be disproportionately large." 
(Appendix - Terms of Reference of the Committee) 

The Dingle LEA is such an exceptional circumstance and to increase it to 4 seats would cause it to 
become disproportionately large. As can be seen from the Map below the Dingle LEA is ideally suited at 
present to the geographically size of the LEA. 
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Map of County Kerry LEA's 
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To make a change to a 4 seat LEA would entail adding an area which included roughly 5000 individuals. 
To do so would make the Dingle LEA disproportionately large. At present the Dingle LEA contains the 
Dingle Peninsula and is separated from the Iveragh Peninsula by Dingle Bay, Blennerville acts as a buffer 
from Kerry North, and Milltown stands as the last town in Corca Dhuibhne. To make a change to a 4 
seater would make the Dingle LEA disproportionately large and therefore go against the Terms of 
Reference of the Committee. 

Conclusion 
We are calling on the Committee to maintain the Dingle LEA as a 3 seat LEA for the reasons outline 
above. We hope that you will in your deliberations take our submission into account. 
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Difference from 2002 to 2006 
Representatives Population / Difference % Variance from 

Population Persons assigned to area Representatives from average average 
Electoral Area 
Dingle 2006 14477 3 4826 (5179) -353 -7% 
Dingle 2002 13666 3 4555 (4908) -353 -7% 

Census 2002 
Representatives Population / % Variance from 

Population Persons assigned to area Representatives Difference average 
Electoral Area 
Dingle 13666 3 4555 -353 -7% 
Killarney 31402 6 5234 325 7% 
Killorglin 22301 5 4460 -448 -9% 
Listowel 26231 6 4372 -537 -11 % 
Tralee 38927 7 5561 653 13% 

Total 132527 27 4908 


