


Table 3: GASP Ring Strategic Planning Area Population 2006 - 2020 

Estimated RPG04 

2002 2006 2020 

Main Towns 

Mallow 8,937 10,241 13,543 

Bandon 5,161 5,822 7,355 

Fermoy 4,804 5,873 7,314 

Kinsale 3,554 4,099 4,036 

Macroom 2,985 3,553 3,954 

Youghal 6,597 6,785 7,499 

Total Main Towns 32,038 36,373 43,702 

Villages and Rural 59,995 68,682 63,282 

Total GASP Ring 92,0331 105,055 106,984 

NB: Data in this table for 2020 is based on the forecasts set out in the Regional Planning 
Guidelines for the South West Region Published in 2004 and does not include any element of the 
additional population for the South West Region announced in February 2007 by the DoEHLG. The 
additional population from this source will be included in this table when the draft plan is amended 
in 2008. 

The North Strategic Planning Area 

For many decades the North Strategic Planning Area has been associated with declining socio­
economic indicators. Both the larger settlements and the rural areas have been seriously affected by 
declining agricultural employment that, in turn, leads to a falling population. Unlike the westerly parts of the 
County, although this area has important natural and built heritage features, the absence of a tourism 
tradition has made recovery more problematic. However, improved road links to Cork and Limerick, and 
lower property prices linked to the opportunities for a attractive rural lifestyle have lead to a modest 
reversal of the declining population trends in many areas over more recent years. 

Large parts of the area are identified as rural diversification areas largely because of some areas of 
less intensive or productive agricultural practices/traditions and a weaker population structure. The main 
opportunity to strengthen the permanent population structure of the area is by strengthening the economic 
and employment base of the towns and larger villages and by promoting a stronger tourism and leisure 
economy through the protection of the assets of the area's natural and built heritage. 

In 2002 the County Council adopted the North and West Cork Strategic Plan that sets out a 20-year 
strategy to address the structural socio-economic and infrastructure issues that the area faces. At the heart 
of the strategy are proposals to rebalance the population structure of the area by allowing the villages and 
rural areas to maintain healthy growth levels but encouraging a greater proportion of the new population in 
the area to locate in the towns so that they will develop a more effective critical mass of population. 
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In 2006 the Government announced the Atlantic Gateways Initiative, augmenting the NSS and aiming 
to focus infrastructure, population and employment growth in a strategic corridor linking the 'Gateway' cities 
and 'Hub' towns from Waterford to Galway, including Cork, Limerick and Mallow. The long-term aim is that 
through the development of enhanced transportation infrastructure and a co-operative strategy between 
the gateway cities, this corridor will be able to develop a critical mass of population that, in future, will 
enable it to compete effectively with Greater Dublin for economic investment. Within the North Strategic 
Planning Area, the towns of Buttevant and Charleville are within this strategic corridor. 

Table 4 (below) sets out the population forecast for the North Strategic Planning Area for the period 
2006 to 2020. The area as whole experienced modest population growth, 4.8% overall between 2002 and 
2006. However nearly 74% of that growth occurred in the villages and rural areas with only 26% occurring 
in the towns. Most of the towns, however, recorded a modest increase in population in the same period but 
Buttevant and Newmarket recorded a population decline. 

Within this strategic planning area, the future pressure for growth will focus most closely within the Atlantic 
Gateways Corridor including Buttevant and Charleville. The corridor is served by a rail-route, although 
there are no passenger facilities at Buttevant at present. Improvements to the N20 will result in the villages 
and rural areas within the corridor becoming highly attractive to car based commuters. Stronger growth 
than has been evident in the past is forecast for Mitchelstown because of its strategic location in the N8 
corridor. 

Table 4: North Strategic Planning Area Population 2006 - 2020 

Estimated Target 

2002 2006 2020 

Main Towns 

Buttevant 987 914 1,501 

Charleville 2,685 2,984 4,925 

Kanturk
i 

1,651 1,915 2,400 

Millstreet 1,289 1,401 1,756 

Mitchelstown 3,300 3,365 5,346 

Newmarket 1,055 949 1,189 

Total Main Towns 10,967 11,528 17,117 

Villages and Rural 33,319 34,900 36,768 

Total North 44,286 46,428 53,885 

NB: Data in this table for 2020 is based on the targets for the South West Region 
announced in February 2007 by the DoEHLG. 
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The West Strategic Planning Area 

Although the West Strategic Planning Area has been associated with declining socio-economic 
indicators, its' attractive County Towns, coastal and upland scenery have helped offset the impact of 
declining agricultural and fishery employment. Unlike the northern parts of the County, this area has a 
relatively strong tourism tradition that has provided a degree of protection from some of the worst effects 
of decline in more traditional sectors. However, improved road links to Cork, linked to the opportunities 
for an attractive coastal and rural lifestyle, have lead to a reversal of the declining population trend in 
many areas over more recent years. 

The western and coastal parts of the area are identified as rural diversification areas largely because of 
the less intensive or productive agricultural practices/traditions and a weaker population structure. Many 
houses are second or holiday homes and are only occupied for parts of the year. The area also includes 
some of the most sensitive landscape within the county. The main opportunity to strengthen the 
permanent population structure of the area is by strengthening the economic and employment base of 
the towns and larger villages and by developing the tourism and leisure economy through the protection 
of the assets of the area's natural and built heritage particularly the outstanding coastal and upland 
landscape in the west and south of the area. 

In 2002 the County Council adopted the North and West Cork Strategic Plan that sets out a 20-year 
strategy to address the structural socio-economic and infrastructure issues that the area faces. At the 
heart of the strategy are proposals to rebalance the population structure of the area by allowing the 
villages and rural areas to maintain healthy growth levels but encouraging a greater proportion of the 
new households in the area to locate in the towns so that they will develop a more effective critical mass 
of population. 

Table 5 (below) sets out the population forecast for the West Strategic Planning Area for the period 2006 
to 2020. The area as whole experienced modest population growth, 5.7% overall between 2002 and 
2006. However, as in the North Strategic Planning Area, nearly 74% of that growth occurred in the 
villages and rural areas with only 26% occurring in the towns. Most of the towns, however, recorded a 
modest increase in population in the same period but Castletownbere and Schull recorded a population 
decline. To support the area's economy and population growth, and to establish a balance within the 
County, Clonakilty is designated in this plan as a Integrated Employment Centre to act as a focus for 
economic and population growth. In addition, and in support of this measure, priority will be given to the 
provision of enhanced transportation infrastructure in the N71 corridor to improve the quality of this critical 
economic link to the Cork area. Bantry, Castletownbere and Schull are designated Principal Tourist 
Attractions. 
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Table 5: West Cork Strategic Planning Area Population 2006 - 2020 

Estimated Target 

2002 2006 2020 

Main Towns 

Bantry 3,150 3,309 4,296 

Castletownbere 875 868 1,127 

Clonakilty 3,698 4,154 8,718 

Dunmanway 1,532 1,522 1,976 

Schull 693 576 748 

Skibbereen 2,000 2,338 3,035 

Total Main Towns 11,948 12,767 19,900 

Villages and Rural 42,207 44,504 46,569 

Total West 54,155 57,271 66,469 

NB: Data in this table for 2020 is based on the targets for the South West 
Region announced in February 2007 by the DoEHLG. 

The overall strategy for the county is summarised in Figure 2 below and illustrates the integrated approach 
that has been taken throughout the four strategic planning areas to its' development The diagram 
identifies the main centres of population and sets out the broad spatial pattern of the planning issues that 
the County is facing: 

o	 Significant future pressure for new growth in the 'Gateway', 'Hub' town and generally within the 
At/antic Gateway Corridor including its' villages and rural areas; 

o	 The potential for Clonakilty to act as a focal point for new growth in West Cork with investment in the 
transport corridor linking the town to the Cork 'Gateway'; 

o	 Strengthening Rural Areas: with stable or rising population levels, within a well developed town and 
village structure and in the wider rural areas around them, supported by a traditionally strong 
agricultural economic base; and 

o	 Rural Diversification Areas; where there has been significant or persistent popUlation decline as well 
as a weaker economic structure necessitating or with potential for economic diversification. 
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Figure 2: Cork County Strategic Diagram 
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