Waterford City Council

Reduce ward No. 3 from a 6 seat ward to a 5 seat ward
Increase ward No. 2 from a 5 seat ward to a 6 seat ward

* Transfer 2000 population from ward No. 2 to ward No. 1

Galway City Council

Ward No. 1 to change from a 7 seat ward to a 6 seat ward
Ward No. 3 to change from a 4 seat ward to a 5 seat ward
6,000 population be transferred from ward No.1
4,000 population be transferred into ward No. 2
2,000 population be transferred into ward No. 3

Limerick City Council

That an extra seat be created on the North side of Limerick City by
transferring a seat from Limerick County Council

That the following areas a. the Northside RAPID area, b. the Southside
Regeneration area and c. the Garryowen/Killaloe area not be divided and they
remain cohesive geographical entities within their respective electoral areas
That the existing four electoral areas be replaced by three six-seat wards



Dublin County Councils

There are 4 councils across Dublin, Dublin City, Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown, Fingal and
South Dublin. The population per seat is very different across the councils. In South
Dublin it is 9498 per seat, in Fingal it is 10,000 per seat, in Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown it
is 6930 and in Dublin City it is 9735. If we take the population of the four county
councils and the total number of seats (i.e. 130), then the average population per seat
should be 9,132.

Within the Dublin area it is clear that Dunlaoghaire / Rathdown council is over
represented in relation to the other councils. The terms of reference of the committee
state that you should “assume no change in the total membership of each local
authority”. This does not preclude the committee from recommending changes where
there is a strong argument to do so. If we look across Dublin then there is a strong
argument for reorganising the county councils. This could be done by changing the
boundaries or by changing the number of seats per council. In this submission we
have looked at changing the number of councillors.

It is also clear that there is a societal disparity in representation that needs to be
addressed. Dunlaoghaire/Rathdown represents some of the most affluent areas of the
country and is over-represented according to the statistics. Across the city other arcas
of over-representation are Howth and Malahide, while the inner city wards are hugely
under-represented. While some of this disparity has to do with migration patterns, it
has got to be addressed and can only be properly addressed by rebalancing the number
of seats per council in the Dublin area. Table 1 below shows the current situation.

Council | Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
City 506211 52 9735 6.6
Fingal 239992 24 10000 9.51
South 246935 26 9498 4.01
Dun/Rath 194038 28 6930 -24.11
Total 1187176 130 9132

Table 1 : Current situation in Councils

Dunlaoghaire Rathdown is massively over represented when compared to the other
councils. Sinn Fein is proposing to rebalance the seats on the councils to make it
more equitable across the four council areas. We are proposing the number of seats
on each council be changed as follows.

Council | Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
City 506211 55 9204 0.79
Fingal 239992 27 8889 -2.66
South 246935 27 9146 0.15
Dun/Rath 194038 21 9240 1.18
Total 1187176 130 9132

Table 2 : Proposed situation in Councils




Such a change leads to a more balanced representation across the area and enhances
the democratic nature of the councils, while maintaining the 130 seats across the four
councils in the greater Dublin area. We have based the remainder of our submission
on the Dublin Councils on our proposed seat numbers.

South Dublin County Council

In the South Dublin County Council there are two areas of concern, Lucan and
Tallaght. In Lucan the variance is 31.2%, meaning that it is very under-represented
and should get an extra seat, whereas Tallaght Central appears over-represented. The
current situation is as follows.

South Dublin

Population Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Clondalkin 43,991 5 8798 -7.37
Lucan 49,845 4 12461 31.2
Tallaght - Central 36,536 5 7307 -23.07
Tallaght - South 55,767 5 11153 17.42
Terenure - Rathfarnham 60,796 7 8685 -8.56

246,935 26 9498

Table 3 : Current situation in South Dublin

As already stated, Sinn Fein is arguing that South Dublin be given an extra seat
bringing the number to 27. The following table shows the Sinn Fein proposal for
South Dublin Council.

South Dublin
Population Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Clondalkin 47,991 5 9598 4.94
Lucan 45,845 5 9169 0.25
Tallaght - Central 43,536 5 8707 -4.8
Tallaght - South 44,767 5 8953 -2.11
Terenure -
Rathfarnham 64,796 7 9257 1.21
246,935 27 9146

Table 4 : Proposed situation in South Dublin

First we are arguing that Lucan be given an extra seat, bringing it to a S seater. In
order to balance out the variances we are proposing that 4,000 of the population be
transferred from Lucan to Clondalkin wards.

We are also proposing a rebalancing between Tallaght-Central, Tallaght-South and
Terenure-Rathfarnham. The above shows a transfer of 4000 people from Tallaght
South to Terenure Rathfarnham. A natural area to transfer would be the area around
Ballycullen where there are a number of new estates. We are also suggesting a
transfer of 7000 people from Tallaght South to Tallaght Central. Again there is a
natural area around the parish of Aylesbury which would allow this. These transfers
of population mean that the variances are well within the 10% stated.



Recommendations

¢ Change Lucan from a 4 seat ward to a 5 seat ward

¢ Transfer 4,000 population from Lucan to Clondalkin ward
¢ Transfer 4,000 population around the Ballycullen area from Tallaght South to

Terenure Rathfarnham

¢ Transfer 7,000 population around the Aylesbury area from Tallaght South to

Terenure Rathfarnham

Fingal County Council

Both the Howth and Malahide wards are currently over-represented while Mulhuddart
and Swords are under-represented. Howth is also a 3 seater which should only be

allowed in exceptional circumstances.

Fingal

Pop Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Balbriggan 40,786 4 10197 1.97
Castleknock 37,668 4 9417 -5.83
Howth 20,052 3 6684 -33.16
Malahide 29,752 4 7438 -25.62
Mulhuddart 53,306 4 13327 33.27
Swords 58,428 5 11686 16.86

239,992 24 10,000

Table 5 : Current situation in Fingal

Again, here we are arguing for an increase in the number of seats from 24 to 27. This
allows for the situation as in the following table.

Fingal 21

Population Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Balbriggan 44,786 5 8957 0.76
Castleknock 37,668 4 9417 5.94
Howth/Malahide 49,804 6 8301 -6.61
Mulhuddart 53,306 6 8884 -0.06
Swords 54,428 6 9071 2.05

239,992 27 8,889

Table 6 : Proposed situation in Fingal

Balbriggan gets an extra seat moving from a 4 to a 5 seater. Swords moves from a5
to a 6 seater, and transfers 4,000 population to the Balbriggan ward. A small part of
the area around Portrane / Donabate would naturally fit into this plan. Mulhuddart
moves from being a 4 seater to being a 6 seater. Howth and Malahide should be
combined into one 6 seater ward. The variances would then be well within the 105
range allowed.

Recommendations
* Fingal Council should become a 27 seat council

¢ Combine Howth and Malahide into one 6 seat ward
¢ Increase Mulhuddart from a 4 seat ward to a 6 seat ward



* Increase Swords from a 5 seat ward to a 6 seat ward
* Transfer 4,000 population from Swords to Balbriggan
* Increase Balbriggan from a 4 seat ward to a 5 seat ward

Dunlaoghaire Rathdown

Dunlaoghaire Rathdown as has already been noted is very over-represented. The
current situation is as follows.

Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown

Pop Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Ballybrack 41,384 6 6897 -0.48
Blackrock 29,455 4 7364 6.26
Dundrum 37,373 6 6229 -10.12
Dun Laoghaire 40,182 6 6697 -3.36
Glencullen 25,804 3 8601 24 .11
Stillorgan 19,840 3 6613 -4.57

194,038 28 6930

Table 7 : Current situation in Dunlaoghaire Rathdown

It is our position that to bring it into line with the other councils the number of seats in
Dunlaoghaire Rathdown should be decreased from 28 to 21. Sinn Fein is proposing
the following situation.

Dun Laoghaire-
Rathdown

Population Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Ballybrack 45,384 5 9077 -1.76
Blackrock 29,455 3 9818 6.26
Dun Laoghaire 36,182 4 9046 2.1
Glencullen 27,804 3 9268 0.3
Dundrum/Stillorgan 55,213 6 9202 -0.41

194,038 21 9240

Table 8 : Proposed situation in Dunlaoghaire Rathdown

We are proposing that Dundrum and Stillorgan be combined into on 6 seat ward. We
are also proposing that 2,000 population be transferred from this area to Glencullen,
which as a distinct geographical area should be maintained as a 3 seat ward.
Ballybrack should change from a 6 seat to a 5 seat ward, and there should be a
transfer of 4000 population from Dun Laoghaire into Ballybrack. Dunlaoghaire
changes from a 6 seat to a 4 seat ward. This is justified by the population figures.
Blackrock is a very distinct geographical area and should become a 3 seat ward. This
is a radical change, but does allow for a better distribution of seats across the area.

Recommendations

* Reduce the number of seats in the Council to 21 seats
* Combine Dundrum and Stillorgan to a single 6 seat ward



Transfer 2000 population from this ward to Glencullen
Glencullen to remain as a 3 seat ward

Ballybrack to change from a 6 seat to a 5 seat ward
Transfer 4000 population from Dunlaoghaire to Ballybrack

Blackrock as a distinct geographical area be changed from a 4 seat to a 3 seat
ward
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Dublin City Council

Dublin City Council should go from 52 seats to 55 seats. Dublin City Council
currently has five 3 seater wards. The inner city wards in particular are under
represented having experienced huge population growth in recent times. The
following table shows the current situation.

Dublin City

Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Artane 35,633 4 8908 -8.5
Ballyfermot 27,678 3 9226 -5.23
Ballymun -
Whitehall 27,301 3 9100 -6.52
Cabra - Glasnevin 44,618 5 8924 -8.33
Clontarf 47,025 5 9405 -3.39
Crumlin - Kimmage 48,966 5 9793 0.6
Donaghmede 44,906 5 8981 -7.75
Finglas 33,914 4 8479 -12.9
North Inner City 60,056 5 12011 23.38
Pembroke 30,137 3 10046 3.19
Rathmines 35,567 4 8892 -8.66
South-East Inner
Cit 34,601 3 11534 18.48
South-West Inner
City 35,809 3 11936 22.61

506,211 52 9735

Table 9 : Current situation in Dublin City Council

Dublin City needs to gain an extra three seats in order to bring it closer to the average
across all four councils. The following table shows Sinn Fein’s proposals for Dublin
City Council having 55 seats.

Dublin City

Population Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
Artane 35,633 4 8908 -3.22
Ballyfermot 27,678 3 9226 0.24
Baitymun - Whitehall 27,301 3 9100 -1.13
Cabra - Glasnevin 45618 5 9124 -0.87
Clontarf 47,025 5 9405 2.18
Crumlin - Kimmage 46,966 5 9393 2.05
Donaghmede 44,906 5 8981 -2.42
Finglas 35,914 4 8979 -2.44
North Inner City 57,056 6 9509 3.31
Rathmines/Pembroke 63,704 7 9101 -1.12
South-East Inner City 36,601 4 9150 -0.59
South-West Inner
City 37,809 4 9452 2.69

506,211 55 9204

Table 10 : Proposed situation in Dublin City Council
We are proposing that Artane remain as a 4 seat ward. Ballyfermot and

Ballymun/Whitehall are very distinct geographical areas and we are arguing that they
should remain as 3 seat wards. Cabra/Glasnevin, Clontarf, Crumlin/Kimmage and

11



Donaghmede should remain as 5 seat wards. Finglas should remain a 4 seat ward.
The South East Inner City and the South West Inner City wards should change from 3
seat wards to 4 seat wards. There is a logic to combining Pembroke and Rathmines
into one 7 seater ward. The North Inner City should change from a 5 seat to a 6 seat
ward.

For the above to make sense some transfer of population between wards will be
needed. We are proposing that 2000 population be transferred from the combined
Rathmines/Pembroke ward into the South East Inner City. We are also proposing a
transfer of 2000 population from Crumlin/Kimmage into the South West Inner City
ward.

On the north side of the river we are proposing a transfer of 3000 population from the
North Inner City to Cabra/Glasnevin. The area around Inns Quay A would be the
natural area to transfer. At the other end of Cabra/Glasnevin we are proposing a
transfer of 2000 population into the Finglas ward.

Sinn Fein believes that this proposal provides the most equitable distribution of seats
across the city, taking into account population and geography.

Recommendations

¢ Dublin City Council to have 55 seats

* Ballymun/Whitehall and Ballyfermot to remain as 3 seat wards

¢ South East Inner City and South West Inner City to become 4 seat wards

* Rathmines and Pembroke to be combined into a 7 seat ward

¢ North Inner City to become a 6 seat ward

* 2000 population to be transferred from the new Rathmines/Pembroke ward to
the South East Inner City

¢ 2000 population to be transferred from the Crumlin/Kimmage ward into the
South West Inner City

* 3000 population to be transferred from the North Inner City ward to the
Cabra/Glasnevin ward

¢ 2000 population to be transferred from the Cabra/Glasnevin ward to the
Finglas ward.
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Cork City Council

The situation in Cork City is that there is generally a good spread of population to
councillors across the city. The current situation is shown below.

Cork City

Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
North
Central 18286 5 3657 -5.06
North East 18088 5 3618 -6.07
North West 19720 5 3944 2.39
South
Central 19571 5 3914 1.61
South East 25535 6 4256 10.49
South West 18218 5 3644 -5.4

119418 31 3852

Table 11 : Current situation in Cork City Council

The Cork South East ward is over-represented, with North Central, North East and
South West being under-represented. All wards have either 5 or 6 seats. We believe
that a more even variance can be achieved by small population transfers. The
following table shows the proposed situation.

Cork
city

Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
North
Central 18286 5 3657 -5.06
North
East 18088 5 3618 -6.07
North
West 19720 5 3944 2.39
South
Central 19571 5 3914 1.61
South
East 23535 6 3923 1.84
South
West 20218 5 4044 4.98

119418 31 3852

Table 12 : Proposed situation in Cork City

Some small population transfers could be used to even up the North side variances,
but we believe that the greater population growth will happen in North Central and
North East. The variances are within the 10% range and so we are not proposing any
change on the North side of the city.

We are proposing transferring 2,000 population from Cork South East to Cork South

Central, and at the other end of that ward transferring 2,000 from Cork South Central
to Cork South West. In this way the variances are well within the 10% range.
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Recommendations

Waterford City Council

Transfer 2,000 population from Cork South East to Cork South Central
Transfer 2,000 population from Cork South Central to Cork South West

In Waterford there is a disparity between ward No. 2 and the other two wards. The
current situation is as follows.

Waterford
Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
No 1 10486 4 2622 -14.03
No 2 19673 5 3935 29.02
No 3 15589 6 2598 -14.82
45748 15 3050

Table 13 : Current situation in Waterford City

We are proposing that a seat be moved from ward No. 3 to ward No. 2. We are also
proposing to move 2000 of population from ward No. 2 to ward No. 1. The most
likely area would be the area around South Parade and John’s river in the City centre.
This would give rise to the following situation.

Waterford
Population [ Seats PopPerSeat | Variance
No 1 12486 4 3122 2.36
No 2 17673 6 2946 -3.41
No 3 15589 5 3118 2.23
45748 15 3050

Table 14 : Proposed situation in Waterford City

Recommendations
* Reduce ward No. 3 from a 6 seat ward to a 5 seat ward

* Increase ward No. 2 from a 5 seat ward to a 6 seat ward
* Transfer 2000 population from ward No. 2 to ward No. 1
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Galway City Council

The current situation in Galway City council shows over-representation in Ward No.
1 with under-representation in the other two wards, particularly in relation to ward
No. 2. The following table shows the current position.

Galway
Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
No 1 35343 7 5049 4.58
No 2 15048 4 3762 -22.08
No 3 22023 4 5506 14.04
72414 15 4828

Table 15 : Current situation in Galway City

Sinn Fein believes that the number of seats per constituency should be rebalanced,
with a seat being taken from ward No. 1 and given to ward No. 3. This will also
require transfer of population. The following table shows one possible scenario.

Galway
Population | Seats | PopPerSeat | Variance
No 1 29343 6 4891 1.3
No 2 19048 4 4762 -1.37
No 3 24023 5 4805 -0.48
72414 15 4828

Table 16 : Proposed situation in Galway City

This scenario would require a reduction in 6,000 population in ward No. 1, with an
increase in ward No. 2 of 4,000, and an increase in ward No. 3 of 2,000. The
variances are then very reasonable. We believe this would give a greater balance and
democratic accountability across the Council.

Recommendations

* Ward No. 1 to change from a 7 seat ward to a 6 seat ward
* Ward No. 3 to change from a 4 seat ward to a 5 seat ward
* 6,000 population be transferred from ward No.1
* 4,000 population be transferred into ward No. 2
* 2,000 population be transferred into ward No. 3
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Limerick City Council

We refer the committee to the attached submission from the Sinn Fein organisation in
Limerick City.

Recommendations

* That an extra seat be created on the North side of Limerick City by
transferring a seat from Limerick County Council

* That the following areas a. the Northside RAPID area, b. the Southside
Regeneration area and c. the Garryowen/Killaloe area not be divided and they
remain cohesive geographical entities within their respective electoral areas

* That the existing four electoral areas be replaced by three six-seat wards
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